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Program rewards doing right thing

CAREacter awards
go beyond athletics

BY MARK BURGESS
burgess@knews.com

It happens in every school
Glorified are the touchdown
makers. Often forgotten are the

good-grade makers.
The

gets star treatment, while the
third-string, S—foot—S 135-pound
defensive back who delivers food
to the needy works in obscuri-

Lenoir City High School
teacher Dave Moore has seen it
happen too often in his 31 years
as an educator and coach.

That’s why he’s spearheading
the CAREacter Star Athlete of
the Week program.

Through Moore’s program,
coaches and schools tag: gé\trﬁn a
chance to recognize the “other”
nst;rlst,‘ the players who simply “do

“That’s the basis of the pro-
gram,” Moore said. “What about
the kid who may not play much?
He may be on special teams or
just rest the starters, but he prac-
tices every day and he’s on time
and he’s in class, He’s a good kid
and he’s trying hard to do things
the right way.

“We've kmd of missed that kid.
Those are the kids we want to re-
ward” -

The program has branched out
from its start in Loudon County
ayear ago to include nine Knox-
area counties, four schools in Vir-
ginia, one in Kentucky, one in
Georgia, the University of Ten-

llege.

“We're getting slammed with

positive response and feedback

from coaches and parents,”

Moore said “It’s ev ing and
more I thought it would be.”

“When people see these kids

High RSTARAT“ High out on the street, or a Wal-Mart,
School Athlete School Athlete or at Red Lobster, if they’re
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Clinton ™ Westontaaelhurst | Webb Ward Farmer wearing that T-shirt, I'm hop-
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ar_yv: e eremy Sands ouaon 0S| ) AWKINsS Moore Said. they-\ve been Sin"
William Blount  Alex Holl Coalfield Chris Lowe . .
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Austin East Josh Hinch Wartburg Central Matt Rose many aren’t doing right.”
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CAKf - Trevor Bro: M?c?way Seth Ly‘g ﬁd volunteers can reach
Cafter - Jake McDaniel | Oliver Springs  B.B. Bailey oore or Vaughn at
Central Jermain Kirkland: *|" Rockwood Ronnie Dyer care365star@yahoo.com, by
Farragut Alex Encarnacian Oneida Shay West 865-966-CARE, or writ-
ggg ggmmtiﬁwm Sggft*!t't ure-Pittm St?hﬂtn K{rles ing them at 12235 Northshore
. n igis i an unter furner
Grace Brandon Lipps King's Agdemy Lane Beam Dr, Knoxville, TN, 37922.
Halls Wesley Kitts Pigeon Forge Cody Fleming
Kams Briar Fritts Sevier County Will Hewitt
Powell . Kenny Cruze Seymour Tyler Gamble -
South Doyle Derek Wilcox
Coaches select players based teachers, we want to develop
-on five criteria — attitude, char-  thosé solid people.
. acter, grades, community service “To do that, we need to start
‘and performance. basing their recognition on sev-
" “Performance isn't just based  en days a week, not just those two
on how they play for two hours  hours”
on Friday or Saturday,” Moore  Cissie Vaughn, Moore’s part-
said. “It’s how they perform all ner in organizing the CAREacter
week in practice, on and off the - progtmn,hadaneye—openmgex
field. perience when she delivered an
“He may be a 5-foot-2, 115- award recently to Tennessee
pound twig his freshman year, School for the Deaf.
but eventually by doing right and “I witnessed 4 very special,
doing the things that makeupa emotional moment between
successful person in the game of  coach (Dick) Henley and his play-
- life, that kid will eventually suc- er Dakota Thompson,” Vaughn
ceed” - said. “It was then that I realized
Every award winner — from how deeply this program was
UT to the smallest high school touching the hearts of student ath-
in East-Tennessee — gets the letes and coaches in a very posi-
same award. tive way.”
Each week coaches nominate The program will continue
a player who receives a certificate ~ with boys and girls basketball
and T-shirt featuring the five in the winter and baseball and
points of criteria pictured inter-  softball in the spring.
locking in the five points of a star. As funds and volunteers be-
“I think ne appreciates  come available, Moore has a vi-
what it means and what it stands  sion of the program spreading to
for,” Moore said. “You want that  every sport in as many Tennessee
solid individual. As coaches and  counties as possible,



